This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) Compounds of the formula (I): 




in which: 

• G represents a bond or a divalent radical chosen from the groups gl, g2 and g3 below: 

Y Y O 

A sA -I- 

o 

9 1 > 92 ; g3 ; 

• R 1 is chosen from hydrogen and an alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, 
aryl, heteroaryl, alkylcarbonyl or alkoxycarbonyl radical; 

• R 2 and R 3 , which may be identical or different, are chosen, independently of each other, 
from a hydrogen atom, an alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, aryl or 
heteroaryl radical and a radical -NRR'; 

• R 4 , R 5 and R 6 , which may be identical or different, are chosen, independently of each 
other, from a hydrogen atom and an alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, 
heterocycloalkyl, aryl or heteroaryl radical; 

• R and R', which may be identical or different, represent, independently of each other, a 
hydrogen atom or a radical chosen from alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, 
heterocycloalkyl, aryl and heteroaryl; or together form, with the nitrogen atom that 
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bears them, a heterocycle, or together form the double bond of an alken-l-yl radical; 

• Y represents an oxygen or sulfur atom; and 

• Z represents -NH- or an oxygen atom; 



r eor a geometrical and/or optical i so - mers isomer , epimer s epimer, - and -- v 



tautomeric - fe^ amine oxides oxide , th ereof , 

-the solvatt>s M->h:.te. a nd tin- ]vvdi-j t t^. h\dj;ate, of these compounds; 

and also the possible pharmaceutically acceptable ^^atfcsalt thereof with an acid or a base, 
or tfee-pharmaceutically acceptable prodrags prodrug of these compounds fhereof . 



2. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which the radical R 2 
represents hydrogenr-H 



forms, and possible oxidized forms, especially a 



e oxides, thereof, the solvates and the hydrates of 



these compounds; 

and also the possible-pfaarm 
■ the-phaHnaeett t teaH - y - aeeeptable prodi-ugs-ef these - eompouHd s or a geometrical or optical isomer. 



t l lyaeeeptable salts thereof with ■ an-aeid-e 



epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically acceptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmaceutical ly acceptable prodrug thereof. 



3. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which the radical R 
represents hydrogen- 

«HB€trie-a-l-and/od 
rms, especially a 

npetmd - Sy 



a nd - a l so -t he - possible phai 



utically acceptable salts thereof - w4 - th --a n -- aeid - o - r --a-- ba - sfc 



the pharm aceutically acceptable prodrugs of these compounds or a geonv' . , . psicai iso me r, 
epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically acceptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmaceutically acceptable prodrug thereof . 
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4. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1 , in which the radicals R 4 and 
R 5 , independently of each other, represent an alkyl radical, 

fe e- possib le geome trical and/or optical isomers, epimers and various tauto m er iefeffls - . - and 
ep4ienal--&x-i4ked--fefffl%-espeei- ally amine oxides, thereof, and the sol vate-s-and-h-yd-r-a-te-s-el'-th&se- 
eempeaKdsf 

and -- a l s - o -t be -- pes s- ib -l e -- p - harmaeeutteally - ac 
fee - p - h - ar - m - ae&M - ieally -- aee&pt - ab]e p nnAu^ <4 \ >en^ i mpounds o v > < t p u »* jsomej 

ephiUT. i;!u;:'hkT •;:)!:•!■ >>\;..k- •••>>!• .m:-. h\J;:!H\ ph .;r:n I:.... ! [! ) i ] ■ i lb ! ■ -..il; v- i;h .,n ;k'id 
a base, or pharmaceutically acceptable prodrug thereof, 



5. (Cuirently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which the radical R' 
represents an aryl or heteroaryl radical^ 

fetf-pof isibie geometrical and/or optica] isomers, epimers and various tautomeric f 



optional oxidized forms, especially c 
compounds; 



i oxides, thereof, and the solvates and hydrates of the s* 



tk-al-ly--a€e-&pt-ab-le--p-r-6>dmg^-<3f--t-lie-s&-€empe^i«ds or a geometrical or optical isomer, 
epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically acceptabl e salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmac eutically acceptable prodrug thereof. 



6. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which in which the 
thiazolyl radical is branched in position 3 or in position 4 of the piperidine nucleus, 

th e pos s ibl e ge om e tric al and/or optical isom e rs, epim e rs and vari ou s tauto meric forms, 
and optio nal oxidized forms, es p e cially amin e oxid es , th e e 1 id-the-sel-s rte ' hy drat es of 
feese-eempeanfe 

■ and -a l - se - the - pea - si - ble - ph armac e ut ically acceptable salts th e r e of w it h - an -a c - id or a ba s e, or 
the pharmaceuticall y acceptable prodrugs of these compounds or a geometrical o i optica] i somer. 



4 



DOCKET NO. MERCK-3216 



epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically accegt al sal th an acid or 



a base, or pha roijceu tically acceptable prodrug thereof . 



7. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which the thiazolyl 
radical is branched in position 4 of the piperidine nucleus, 

th e po ss ibl e g e om e trical and/or optical isom e rs, e pimers and v ariou s tau tom e ric forms, 
and - opt - ionaf - ex4dked -- fe 
feese - compounds; 

and also th e possible pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof with a n acid or abase, or 
the phar maceutically acceptable prodrugs of these compounds o r , i or optical isomer, 

epimer, tautomer, a mine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically acce ptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmaceutically acceptable prodrug thereof , 

8. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which G represents the 
radical gl, 

the possible geometrical and/or optical isomers, epimers and various tautomeric forms, and 
optiofKtl-o*i4a ed forms, especially amine oxides, thereof, and the solvates and hvdrai-.-s oi' i >■>-:■-■■>: 
compounds; - 

and also th e possible pharmac e utically acc e ptable salts th e r e of with an acid or a bas e , or 
the-ph-arm tee * ese compounds or a ge ometrical or optical isomer, 

epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically acce ptable salt with an acid or 
a b ise or pl^iiPijiesiiii all> a>.i Oi'i Wilt- pii'diiij ibej. <>1. 

9. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which G represents the 
radical gl and Y represents an oxygen atom, 

th e po ss ible ps* - ••- A and/or optical isom e r s , e pimer s a nd v ariou s t a utom e ric form s , and 
optional - oxid ize d forms, especially amine oxides, thereof and the solvates and hydrates - of -these 
compounds; 

and also the possible pharmaceut ically acceptable salts thereof w ith an acid or a base, or 
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the - ph a m^a<;eHtk; - a l l - y - ac - eept a bte - pred - rugs of these compounds or a ggometrical Qj ■ p tical isomer, 
eplnti r t i^;- r , amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutic al \ t „ 0/ 



iba.se, <>i piui k Vvacc ) table } < >di 1 g thereof . 



10 . (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1 , in which the radicals R 2 and 
R 3 each represent a hydrogen atom, the radicals R 4 and R 5 represent, independently of each other, an 
alkyl radical, the radical R 6 represents an aryl or heteroaryl radical, the thiazolyl radical is branched 
in position 4 of the piperidine nucleus, and G represents the radical gl in which Y represents an oxy- 
gen atom, 

the possi ble geometrical and/or optical isomers, epimers and various tautomeri c forms, and 
optional - oxid i z e d forms, especially amine oxides, thereof, and the solvates and hydrates - of-these 
compounds; 

and also the possible pharmac e utioally acceptabl e salts th e reof with an acid or a ba se , or 
■the-phai : Hfra€euti-^ or a geometrical or optical isomer, 

epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutical acceptable sait with an acid or 
a base, or p harnu*. 1 iu Ms puwijn^ hereoj 

11. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which R 1 represents an 
aryl radical, especially phenyl, substituted by one or more aryl and/or alkyl radicals 

th e po s sibl e g e om e trica l, and/or op t-ied-wenrerev-epB^ 
opt i onal - oxidized forms, especially amine oxides, thereof, and the solvates and hydra tes of these 
compounds; 

and also th e possible pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof wi t h an a ci d or a base, or 
the phar maceutically acceptable prodrugs of these compounds or a geometrical or optical isomer, 
epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaceutically acceptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmaceutically acceptable prodrug thereof . 

12. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which R 1 represents a 
biphenyl radical, optionally substituted by one or more alkyl radicals, preferably methyl, ethyl or 
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propyl, and/or with a perhaloalkyl or perhaloalkoxy radical, 

tl^pessi - ble - geem^ 

optional oxidized fo rms, especially amine oxides, thereof, and the solva tes and hydrates of these 
compounds; 

a nd also th e possible pharmaeeutieally acceptable salts thereof with a n aci d o r a -- base - ; -- er 
t h e- ph - af - maeeutieally acceptable prodrugs of these compounds or a geometrical or optical isomer, 
epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaeeutieally acceptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmaeeutieally acceptable prodrug thereof . 

13. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, in which G represents the 
radical gl, with Y representing an oxygen atom, R 1 represents a biphenyl radical, optionally 
substituted by one or more alkyl radicals, preferably methyl, ethyl or propyl, and/or a trifluoromefhyl 
or trifluoromethoxy radical, 

the other substituents being as defined above, 

optoKil-exidk - ed -- ^ 
compounds; 

and also the possible pharmaeeutieally acceptable salts thereof with an acid or a base, or 
the pharmaeeirtieally-aeeeptaM^ or a geometrical or optical isomer, 

j _ i gj tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaeeutieally acceptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or pharmaeeutieally acceptable prodrug thereof . 

14. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to Claim 1, chosen from which is : 
{4-[4-(l,5-dimethyl-4-phenyl-lH-imidazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid-l-yl}(4'- 

trifluoromethylbiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; 

{ 4-[4-( 1 -ethyl-5-methyl-4-phenyl- l#-imidazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid- 1 -yl } (4'- 
trifluoromethylbiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; 

{ 3-[4-( 1 -ethyl-5-methyl-4-phenyl- l//-imidazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid- 1 -yl } (4'- 
trifluoromethylbiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; 
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{ 4-[4-( 1 -ethyl-5-methyl-4-phenyl- l#-imidazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid- 1 -yl } (6- 
methyl-4'-trifluoromethoxybiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; 

{4-[4-(l-ethyl-5-methyl-4-(pyrid-3-yl)-lH-iiiudazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid-l- 
yl } (4'-trifluoromethylbiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; 

{4-[4-(l-ethyl-5-methyl-4-(pyrid-2-yl)-lH-imidazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid-l- 
yl } (4'-trifluoromethylbiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; a«d 

{4-[4-(l-ethyl-5-methyl-4-(pyrid-2-yl)-lH-imidazol-2-yl)thiazol-2-yl]piperid-l- 
yl}(6-methyl-4'-trifluoromethoxybiphenyl-2-yl)methanone; 

a ^ - a l so4he - f>ossibfe - f>h^^ 
pharmaeeuticaHy acceptable pro dr u gs o f these i o m po ii i- ds n a geometrica oj optic il isot lej 
epimer, tautomer, amine oxide solvate, hydrate, pharmaeeuticaHy acce ptable salt with an acid or 
a base, or phannaceuticaily acceptable prodrug thereof . 

15. (Currently Amended) A process Proces s for the preparation of a compound 
according to Claim 1, characterized m h- ttco np isi lg react ig a compound of the formula (II): 



in which T represents a labile protecting group, aBd--R"-4s--a^-d«4"4Hed--ifl--G4aHft-4 T 
ts - f - eae - te d-with ethyl R 3 -bromopyruvate, in a polar solvent, in the presence of an excess of 

base, preferably - an organic base, at a suitable temperature, for a period ranging from 1 to 40 hours 

and prefe rably between 4 and 18 hours , 

so as to form thea thiazolyl ring and give the_ a compound of the formula (III): 
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in whic h T is as defined above, and R " and fT are as defined in Claim 1, 

whieh saponifying the compound of the formula (HI) is4heH-^apem£ed-with-a-base; 
e fwith an alkali metal or alkaline-earth metal hydroxide typebase, in polar medium, at room 
temperature, for a period ranging - fre - m of 1 to 12 hours, so as to form the salt of the formula (IV): 




(IV), 



in which T-^-R^-and-R- -ar^-^-4ef4n«d-afee¥e T -a^^M + represents the alkali metal or alkaline-earth 
metal cation derived from the base that is «seMused for the saponification reaction, 

whieh -hydrolyzing the compound of the formula (IV) is next hydrolysed and then/or esteri 
fied-to a compound of the formula (V): 




m - w - hiefa - R vR 3 and T are as defined above, 

whieh converting the compound of the formula (V) is then converted to a corresponding 
amide of the formula (VI): 
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Tvf 

R 4 R° 



(VI), 



in which R W^W and T 



via the action of an amine of the formula (Via): 
R 5 



"TfV 



R R 

in which R 4 R 5 and R 6 are as defined i 
in the presence of a base, preferably i 



(Via), 



: base, and a catalyst, in a polar aprotic 
solvent, at room temperature, for a-peried-pessiMyn-ang mg from 1 to 50 hours, 

of the amine function of the piperidine ring of VI , via the action of an organic or mineral acid, in 
dichloromethane or dioxane medium, at room temperature, for a - peried - raagmg-from- a few minutes 
to several hours, to give the compound of the formula (VII): 

O R 5 

R a R 1 ' 

(vn), 

in which R °. R 3 R 4 R j and YC ■ 
whichsuhux ::;J compound Vjlfe 
chosen from: 

Y 

R 1 -x : ; rK_J< ; rV ana R : -s-x 



R 3 



i to the action of a compound 



; r'x A x ; R^ N ^ Y and ~ I 



R X 

in which X represents a halogen ato m, pr e ferably chlorin e , R*, Y and Z b e in g as d e fin e d i i 



{ 'l:; H ;| J . 



in the presence of a base, preferably an organi c ba s e, and a catalyst, in a polar aprotic 
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solvent, at room temperature, for a peri o d possibly ranging from 1 to 50 hours, 
to give the compound of the formula (VIII): 

O R 5 



R 1/ >T 



* H (vm), 



w-hiel ts j < *e dand subjecting VI 0 to a cyclization reaction •; h ■ . • . ■ 

the imidazole ring), in the presence of a cyclizing agent, SHeh - as - ammen i um -- trif4Heroae - e - ta t e - ; -- a - i - s - 0 

i - the - feg i en-e - f - l - 59 - 9 €; fo r --a-- peri - ed 



acting as..a solvent, at a suitable temperature -for-ex -a mpfe - 
generally of between 5 and 15 minutes, 

to give the compound of the formula (I) as defined in Claim 1 . 



16. (Currently Amended) Aj 



.4 composition comprising a 



pharmaceutically effective amount of a compound of the formula (I) according to Claim 1, in 
combination with one or more pharmaceutically acceptable vehicles. 



17. (Currently Amended) t 
fef-4l^-f^eparation--of--a-me-dk;ame-nt A method for the treatment of diabetes-related 
hypertriglyceridaemia, hypercholesterolaemia^-afni-dyslipidaemia, and-a-l-s-eor for ihe--prevention 
mdgr treatment of obesity, comprising administering to a host in n eed thereof an effective 

JliVU!:' d \> Pip-Mind . Upl! I 
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